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              PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
This has been a 

very special sum-
mer for us at the 
Foundation. Our 
Board Members 
and Staff have trav-
eled to several areas 
of New York State 

to recognize and honor outstanding nurses.

We have met with and listened to the con-
cerns of nurses who care about the Founda-
tion and the nursing profession. And most 
important, we have endeavored to raise funds 
for our present activities and future programs.

On June 19th, from 4 to 7 PM, our Foun-
dation hosted a New York Garden Reception 
Fundraiser for the 2010 Campaign. Board 
members and staff traveled to Canandaigua 
to meet with local nurses and present updates 
on important issues from Distinguished 
Nursing Leaders: Carol Brewer, PhD, RN, 
Associate Professor, Buffalo University School 
of Nursing and Nursing Director, New York 
State Area Health Education System; Dianne 
Cooney-Miner, PhD, RN, Dean and Profes-
sor, Wegmans School of Nursing, St. John 
Fisher College, Rochester and Chair, New 
York State Council of Deans and Directors in 
Baccalaureate and Higher Degree Programs 
in Nursing; Tina Gerardi, MS, RN, CAE, 
Chief Executive Officer, New York State 
Nurses Association; Marianne Markowitz, 
MS, RN, Dean, College of Nursing, St. 
Joseph’s Hospital and Health Center, Syracuse 
and President, New York State Council of 
Associate Degree Nursing Programs; Claire F. 
Murray, MS, RN, Executive Director, New 
York Organization of Nurse Executives; and 
Cathryne A. Welch, EdD, RN, Director 
for the Centers of Nursing History, Nursing 

Research and the Institute for Nursing.

Following the presentations the nurses 
and their guests were able to chat with the 
speakers and continue to enjoy the beautiful 
surroundings.

On July 17th, the Board and staff traveled 
to Alexandria Bay, on the St. Lawrence  Riv-
er, to host a Tribute Dinner honoring Jean 
Heady, a truly outstanding Public Health 
Nurse who has contributed many decades of 
service to the nursing profession and to the 
residents of North Central New York State.

 We presented a plaque to Jean for her 
many  achievements in nursing which will be 
documented and preserved by our Center for 
Nursing History.

(l-r): Jean B. Heady receives her 
Professional Achievements Award from 

Joan Madden Wilson. 

Jean’s management and clinical investiga-
tions into the 1993 Meningococcal outbreak 
in Jefferson County were significant contribu-
tions to Nursing Research. She is respected 
Statewide and Nationally for her advocacy 
of Rural Health Nursing. Locally, she has 

received the New York State Nurses Associa-
tion Legislative Award, and the Home Care 
Association of New York State, Ruth F. Wilson 
Award.

Nationally, she has received the ANA Pearl 
McIver Award for Public Health Nursing and 
served as a member of the ANA Council of 
Community Health Nurses.

We were especially pleased to recognize 
many members of Jean’s family and her many 
friends and colleagues who attended the Trib-
ute Dinner.

We were pleased to welcome Dr. Guthrie S. 
Birkhead, Deputy Commissioner of the New 
York State Department of Public Health and 
his wife Susan who is Director of Samaritan 
School of Nursing, Troy, NY.

The trip to Alexandria Bay was a wonderful 
experience for the Board and Staff.  We were 
warmly welcomed and the evening was a huge 
success.

A Time for Welcomes and Farewells
We bid farewell to Patricia D. Perry, PhD, 

RN, who is leaving her position as Research 
Specialist to start a new chapter in her life: 
retirement in sunny Florida. In Pat’s words: 
“I’m trading deer, squirrels, and chipmunks 
for alligators and pythons.” Over the years, Pat 
served as Foundation President, a member of 
the Board of Trustees, and most recently as our 
Research Specialist. She has always been there 
to lend encouragement, insight, and enthusias-
tically promote the mission of the Foundation 
of NYSN. At a luncheon on July 23, 2009,  
Pat was officially informed of the Board’s  
decision to name her an Honorary Trustee. 
Pat was very touched by this. Virgia Phoenix 
said on behalf of the Board of Trustees, “Pat, 
you are one classy lady who moves through life 




